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11th August 2020 

Dear All, 
 

As I write this, we are still digesting the news that has broken that Preston has entered Lockdown 
the same as Manchester, Blackburn and others which were announced a week or so ago. As the 
situation remains fluid, we are constantly reviewing what we are doing and seeking to offer both 
the best we can and maintain people’s safety. May I continue to encourage you to stay safe. If you 
have been able to access the online Services, I can encourage you that they will continue, and 
social distancing and mask wearing will continue at our weekly service in the church. 
 

Worship and Prayer in Church and Beyond 
 

Our pattern for enabling worship and private prayer will continue as follows: 
 

Sundays – 10:30am A simple said service in church following the online format 
Thursdays – 10am – 12noon Open for Private Prayer 
Online – Available Sunday from 8am on our YouTube channel “ChristChurch Preston” 
Email – Our weekly email will continue to contain a reflection as well as news and items for 
prayer 
Letters – Monthly letters to those on our Parish Contact List but not on email. 

 

Also, Daily Hope the free National line with offers music, prayers and reflections as well as full 
worship services, is still available at the end of a telephone line. It is available 24 hours a day on 
0800 804 8044, just ring up, listen to the options and choose what you’d like to listen to, try it, it’s 
free from landlines (check first if using a mobile). 
 

Finally, we have been exploring the possibility of putting some of the services we have done onto 
a DVD to be watched at home. It you do not have the internet and would be interested in 
receiving a DVD please do give me a call. 
 

A Reflection – Being the Church 
 

I came across the following quote on Facebook the other day and I thought I would share it with 
you. It is taken from “Living Faithfully: Following Christ in everyday life” by John Pritchard. 
 

“Don’t walk out in a huff because they’ve changed the Communion wine or the time of the morning 
service, or even because the bishop said something silly (especially if the bishop has said something 
silly, which he might well do). Each of us is a gift, to God, to the church, to each other. In our ‘must-
fit-me-precisely’ culture we’re used to everything being customized to our needs. But perhaps 
we’re not the defining centre of everything. In which case, with humility, let’s stay with God’s 
people and make the church a truer reflection of the character of God.” 
 



I think these words are quite profound and there is much in this short paragraph that bears 
reflection and is clearly steeped in the teaching of scripture. Some points we may wish to reflect 
upon: How the things we fall out over are often peripheral or of lesser importance when seen in 
the light of day; the idea that we are a gift and by falling out with the church we deny something 
of great worth to both the church and ourselves; the damaging “me first” attitude of our culture 
and the need to recognise how it affects us; and the central place of true humility (that knows our 
worth and gifts and is willing to put them at the service of others). 
 

All of these points bear reflection and could fill a sermon on their own. Yet it is the last phrase that 
I want to dwell on. “Let’s stay with God’s people and make the church a truer reflection of the 
character of God.” Now this was written before Lockdown and the need for self-isolation. It is not 
a dig at those who cannot get to church services (whatever the reason). It is an acknowledgement 
that the calling of the church is to reflect the character of God to the world. God in his wisdom has 
chosen to reveal himself in these days through his church. Therefore, as we interact with one 
another, as we support one another, as we annoy one another, as we challenge and teach one 
another, and as we pray for one another, we help one another grow more like Christ because we 
do this together. 
 

In these days following the Lockdown and still very much in the effects of the Coronavirus we have 
a challenge to work out what this means for us, and an opportunity. We have to work out how we 
remain one in God, even though the circumstances of life at the moment mean we cannot all be 
together. And we have to work out how we reflect the character of God to the world. May I invite 
you to keep these two themes in your prayers over the summer. That we would continue to work 
out how we remain one in God and that we would grow in the ways we reflect God to the world. 
 

Beach Mission 
 

You may be aware that each summer Liz, Daniel, Alex and myself go to Sutton on Sea on the 
Lincolnshire coast to help lead a SU Beach Mission. This year we had to do it online (like many 
thing). As I write this the Beach Mission has come to an end but if you haven’t a chance to see 
what we did online it is still available on the Mission YouTube Channel. To find the channel go to 
YouTube and then search “Scripture Union Sutton on Sea Beach Mission.” (Sorry the title is so 
long, but we had to have Scripture Union in it and Sutton on Sea is also a long name!) You are 
more than welcome to watch the videos for any age group. Alternatively, we can also produce a 
DVD of the main presentations if you would be interested. Again, please do give me a call. Either 
way may I encourage you to keep the Mission in your prayers. It has been odd doing it online and 
we have missed being in the town and meeting the families face to face. Please pray for all who 
have seen the videos and will continue to do so and for our planning for next year. 
 

Stay Safe 
 

Finally, may I encourage us once again to stay safe. After the easing of Lockdown and re-
introduction of some aspects of it, it reminds us that the virus is still present and is still a real 
danger. If you need support in any way please do ask and we will do all we can, from practical 
support to emotional and spiritual. As a church we seek to uphold one another. 
 
Yours truly, 

   
 

Revd. Chris Boland 


