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23rd June 2020 

Dear All, 
 
I hope you are continuing to do well. Since I last wrote, a lot has happened in terms of the 
Lockdown. Among the ways the government is encouraging us to move to getting life back 
to a form of normality is in allowing places of worship to begin to open once again. 
 

The Church Never Closed 
Though the church buildings had to close during the Covid-19 Lockdown the Church 
continues. We have had our online presence with worship and coffee mornings and regular 
emails. We have been in contact through phone calls and letters and we have sought to care 
for one another. In all these things and in the way we live as God’s people among our family 
and neighbours, the Church has very much been open. 
 

Opening our Church Buildings 
Following the Government’s announcement that places of Worship could open for Private 
Prayer the PCC met to discuss opening the church. We have agreed a staged opening that 
will follow the advice we receive. The church received a deep clean last week in preparation 
for this. We are beginning with opening for Private Prayer. The church will therefore be 
open: 

Sundays from 10am – 12noon 
Thursday from 10am – 12noon 

In-between theses times the church will be cleaned by volunteers trained by Elizabeth.  
 

If you wish to come in for your own Private Prayer during the above times, we ask that you 
observe social distancing, clean your hands on entering and leaving, follow the guidance and 
leave a red cross where you have been sitting so that those following know where others 
have been. Also please note the Kitchen area and Toilet facilities will be closed. 
 

We will continue to monitor the current situation and will change our practice accordingly. 
We will look to re-introduce corporate worship when we are able to do so, though initially it 
is likely to be in a simplified and reduced format. The advice is fast-changing and we are 
attempting to respond in an appropriate and responsible way. 
 

Also, the online worship will continue as it has been throughout this time of lockdown so 
that if you are shielding or are not comfortable coming out you can continue to engage with 
us. If you cannot access the online worship the national freephone line for church services is 
also continuing. Daily Hope offers music, prayers and reflections as well as full worship 
services, at the end of a telephone line. The free national line is available 24 hours a day on 
0800 804 8044, just ring up, listen to the options and choose what you’d like to listen to, 
try it, it’s free from landlines (check first if using a mobile). 



A Reflection – Church for All 
In the early church the biggest controversy that the church faced was whether being a 
Christian meant being a Jew. Jesus and all the apostles were Jews and the first believers 
were all Jewish. Then a number of remarkable things happened. Peter preached to a Roman 
named Cornelius and the whole household believed and were filled with the Holy Spirit (Acts 
10 & 11). Saul met Jesus on the road and stopped persecuting the church, and instead came 
to faith in Jesus. He was called to preach to the Gentiles and founded churches across the 
known world. In order to help with this Saul became known as Paul. 
 

While this was happening the church was changing, losing some of its Jewish identity. Some 
rejoiced at this, and some worried. The church’s leaders met and realised that though there was 
nothing wrong with loving the rituals that helped them draw close to God, there was also 
nothing inherently right in them either. It was therefore wrong to insist the Gentiles become like 
them. Instead they stated that they should not make it difficult for people to believe (Acts 15).  
 

What has this to do with now? There are many things that could be said but let us reflect on 
our immediate context as we search for a “new normal”. With being unable to use our 
church buildings we have sought to do things in a new way. As churches across the nation 
we have written letters, put services online, sought to serve the community in Foodbanks 
and many other things. As we make steps back towards being able to use our buildings may I 
encourage us not to lose sight of the lessons we have learned. Let us seek to let the gospel of 
God’s love and grace shine out and draw people, new and old into a living relationship with 
Jesus. And if some of the things that re-start don’t look the same, and if some people do 
things differently let us have the grace of the early church in recognising God’s hand at work. 
 

Church Finances 
One question I have been asked a number of times recently is about the church’s finances 
and our giving. Clearly giving is an important part of our worship to God. If you normally give 
via the offering, that has not been happening. If your finances permit you to put money to 
one side, it can be given once we are getting back to normal. If you are able to make a gift 
through the bank do get in touch with me or our treasurer John Bailey, and we can help. The 
church has taken a significant dip in income but we remain confident of God’s goodness. 
 

Staying Safe 
Finally, may I end this letter by encouraging us all to stay safe. I am very aware that the 
lifting of Lockdown can put increased pressures on us. Just because we can do something 
does not mean that we should. If you are vulnerable or shielding please continue to do so. If 
you are unsure about coming to church for Private Prayer, or for Worship Services once they 
start, please stay at home. God does not leave us because we cannot be in a particular 
building.  
 

If there is any further way we can support you then do get in touch and be assured of our 
continued prayers. 
 

Yours truly, 
 

   
 

Chris  


