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2nd July 2020 
Dear All, 
I hope you are continuing to do well. It doesn’t seem long since I last wrote, and the guidance 
continues to change. The Government has recently said that churches can begin to offer public 
worship in their buildings. This letter has more information on what we are doing as well as a short 
reflection and a comment on the support we are offering. 
 

Staying Safe 
May I begin this letter by repeating the encouragement I sent last time to us all to stay safe. I am 
very aware that the lifting of Lockdown can put increased pressures on us. Just because we can do 
something does not mean that we should. If you are vulnerable or shielding please continue to do 
so. If you are unsure about coming to church for Private Prayer, or for Worship Services once they 
start, please stay at home. God does not leave us because we cannot be in the building. Our online 
worship and these letters will be continuing even as we look to open up the church building for 
prayer and worship. 
 

Opening our Church Buildings 
This week the PCC met to discuss opening the church for public worship. We have decided that to 
allow for time to get everything ready we will have our first service in church on Sunday 12th July 
at 10:30am. The service will be of the same format as the online YouTube service and you will be 
asked to social distance while at the Church. We ask that the 2m rule is observed both inside and 
outside the building. After the service the church will be closed to allow for cleaning.  At present 
there won’t be other services on Sundays or during the week, but the church will continue to be 
open for private prayer on Thursdays from 10am-12noon. 
 
Up until the 9th July the church will continue to be open for private prayer at the following times: 

Sundays from 10am – 12noon 
Thursday from 10am – 12noon 

If you wish to come in during this time we ask that you observe social distancing, clean your hands 
on entering and leaving, follow the guidance and leave a red cross where you have been sitting so 
that those following know where others have been. Please note the toilets and kitchen are not in 
use at this time. 
 
Also, the online worship will continue as it has been throughout this so that if you are shielding or 
not comfortable coming out you can continue to engage with us. If you cannot access the online 
worship the national freephone line for church services is also continuing. Daily Hope offers music, 
prayers and reflections as well as full worship services, at the end of a telephone line. The free 
national line is available 24 hours a day on 0800 804 8044, just ring up, listen to the options and 
choose what you’d like to listen to, try it, it’s free from landlines (check first if using a mobile). 



A Reflection – Emerging 
As I was sitting, praying and reflecting in church recently my thoughts went to a butterfly emerging 
from its cocoon. My thoughts turned to the church emerging from the Lockdown, firstly for private 
prayer and shortly for public worship.  
 
Many have written about the church changing as a result of all this. They hope that lessons will be 
learnt through providing online worship, pastoral contact via phone calls and letters, etc...  The 
hope is that the church will not remain the same but be changed like the emerging butterfly into 
something great and glorious.  
 
I am sure that there will be lessons learnt but may I offer a different image. That of a young chick 
breaking out of its egg. Here the image is still of emerging but not of complete transformation. 
There is continuity with what went before and what emerges can be seen growing in the egg. 
Most crucially though what emerges is not ready to fly but is still growing. It is still dependent on 
its parents to feed and care for it. It is still learning and its cries for food can be heard from the 
nest. 
 
As we emerge as church may we be like the chick. With humility may we recognise we still need to 
grow. May we know the same dependence on our heavenly Father (though unlike a chick we will 
never grow out of it!). And may our prayers be like the cries of the chick echoing out of the nest?  
 
And what are we growing into as we emerge into this new and also old world? Well at this time I 
don’t have the answers except to paraphrase Paul in Philippians: So we will shine among our 
generation like stars in the sky as we hold firmly to the word of life. (see Philippians 2 v 15 and 
surrounding verses) 
 

Support 
One of the things that may be in many people’s minds as we go forward is “are we leaving those 
who are isolating behind?”.  My answer is hopefully not. I would like to say definitely not and we 
are continuing what we do online and the phone circles even as we look to re-opening. This is 
because we are very aware that many of us still need to shield ourselves or isolate. What we do in 
church will not be a better offering, but we are determined to offer the same worship in church 
and on YouTube as much as possible.  
 
However, I say hopefully not, because I am aware that what we do is still dependant on people’s 
cooperation, support and letting us know how they are doing. If there is something you are aware 
of that we could do better, or if you need any support, please do get in touch and we will do all we 
can. This includes practical help as well as spiritual guidance and a listening ear. 
 
Therefore, if you need support or are aware of things we could do better please do say, phone me 
on Pr. 715202. 
 
Yours truly, 

   
 

Revd. Chris Boland 


